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Role of the School System Medical Officer
●

●

●

●
●

●
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Interpret data trends, scientific updates, and public health guidance for school
community leaders
Make recommendations for implementation of expert guidance and public
health directives based on unique school system factors
Collaborate with MCPS partners and with DHHS to implement health strategies
within the school system
Support school health services and school health initiatives
Liaison with public health authorities, school health leaders from outside
MCPS, health care system partners, community partners
Centralize health-related messaging and efforts

COVID-19: What are we looking at this year?
•

•
•

•

New CDC guidance for schools
•
Changes to recommendations for testing, quarantine
•
More detailed guidance about masking
Addressing and redressing the comprehensive impact of the pandemic
Continuing to support vaccination efforts – including updated COVID-19
boosters!
Supporting the health and wellness of the entire school community
(includes staff and families)
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COVID-19 Links & Resources
●
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2022–2023 School Year
○

Fall 2022 Reopening Plan: Health and Safety Procedures

○

Superintendent’s Community Message 8/18/22

■

Online COVID-19 information portal

■

School System Medical Officer Community Message 8/24/22

COVID-19 Community Risk Level: Montgomery County (September 5, 2022)
• Montgomery County has
been at “low” risk since
8/16/22
• Weekly case rates, new
COVID-19 hospital
admissions and % of
inpatient beds due to
COVID-19 diagnosis
trended down from last
week.
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https://www.montgomerycountymd.g
ov/covid19/data/
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Montgomery County DHHS Pulse Report (August 31, 2022)
• Montgomery County
continues to have
generally high vaccination
rates
• We can continue to work
on improving vaccination
rates in younger age
groups and booster rates
in all age groups
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https://www.montgomerycountymd.g
ov/covid19/data/
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Update:
Monkeypox Virus
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Update: Monkeypox Virus (MPX)
●

●

●

●

According to the CDC, as of September 6, 2022, there have been 20,733 cases in the
US, including 554 cases in Maryland.
According to the Maryland Department of Health MPX data dashboard, on September
2, 2022 there were 62 cases in Montgomery County, increased from 57 cases on
August 26, 2022
MCPS has reviewed infection control policies to ensure consistency with CDC
recommendations, partnered with DHHS to discuss prevention and case response
strategies, and will continue to provide education to the community
Additional resources:
●
●
●

Montgomery County resources for MPX are on the DHHS website
CDC’s MPX FAQ for schools (August 19, 2022)
Community Messages about MPX: August 5, 2022, September 1, 2022 (item 5)
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