
1

Evidence of Learning 
Framework

Parent/Community Presentation
Fall 2017



2

WELCOME!



Focus and Outcomes

•Background/overview of the Evidence 
of Learning Framework
•Why multiple measures?
•Changes to assessments in 2017-2018 
•Using data to monitor, inform, and 
improve instruction
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Essential Questions

•Are our children learning?
•Are they learning enough?
•How do we know?
•If not, why not?
•What are we going to do about 
it? to do about it?



WHY MUST WE ACT?

• Our present levels of student performance 
show us that many students meet or exceed 
rigorous standards of learning excellence.

• There are other groups of students who do 
not have the learning opportunities or reach 
the learning levels needed to complete their 
MCPS education ready to be successful in 
college, career, and community. 



• These learning disparities fall most heavily 
on Black or African American students, 
Hispanic/Latino students, and students 
impacted by poverty.   

• As our student population continues to 
grow, our capacity to ensure the success of 
these children will define our own success.  

WHY MUST WE ACT?



Big Picture
2017-2018:
• New Evidence of Learning Framework based on 
multiple measures, to determine if our students are 
learning and learning enough

• Changes to testing and required assessments
• Implement a student data system to enable teachers 
to monitor student progress, analyze results and 
inform instruction

In the future:
• Develop a personalized professional development 
system, that provides support to teachers in real 
time based on student needs
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Academic Excellence for 
ALL

Improve
Teaching

and 
Learning
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EVIDENCE OF 
LEARNING:

MULTIPLE MEASURES 
AT EACH MILESTONE

Primary
Foundation

Intermediate

Middle

High

• Classroom measures

• District measures

External measures

THE LEARNING JOURNEY



Why Multiple Measures?

• Increase opportunities for all students to 
demonstrate learning

• Multiple measures rather than single test score
• Provides a more complete picture of the 
academic achievement of Black or African 
American students, Hispanic/Latino students and 
students impacted by poverty 

• Determine threshold for next level of learning
• Maintain standards for ALL 



Changing Conditions

• Dr. Smith joins MCPS
• Development of Evidence of Learning Framework
• Transition from high school final exams to quarterly 
assessments

• Feedback from schools and community about too 
much testing and overall assessment experience

• More Learning Less Testing Act of 2017
o Limits the amount of time that may be devoted to 
mandated testing for each grade to 2.2%
 About 23 hours in a school year



More Learning Less Testing Act of 2017

• This law requires the State Board to adopt 
regulations that limit the amount of time that may 
be devoted to federal, state, and locally mandated 
assessment for each grade to 2.2% of the minimum 
required annual instructional hours, with the 
exception that 8th grade is 2.3%.



Evidence of Learning Framework
Literacy/Mathematics

Grade Classroom District External

K,3,6,9 Transition 

Semester 1

1,4,7,10 Progress

End of Year

2,5,8,11,12 Readiness

End of Year

Evidence of Learning Measures



Example EOL Measures

CLASSROOM
• Student report card grades

DISTRICT
• District created assessments such as Progress Checks, 
Monitoring Reading Levels, Writing and Math Tasks, other 
quarterly measures

EXTERNAL
• PARCC, MAP, SAT/ACT, Advanced Placement, Career Licensure



Evidence of Learning, Grade 2 Example
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Evidence of Learning, Grade 5 Example 



What’s different for 2017–18?
Literacy

• Reduced central collection of Monitoring Reading Levels 
to quarterly

• Quarterly Written Responses
• Online platform for immediate feedback and analysis  
• Report card grades  

Mathematics 
• Reduced central collection of Elementary Assessment 

Tasks 
• New Progress Checks in mathematics
• Report card grades



Evidence of Learning
MIDDLE SCHOOL MATHEMATICS



Evidence of Learning 
MIDDLE SCHOOL LITERACY



Evidence of Learning, HIGH SCHOOL



External Measures, HIGH SCHOOL



• Elimination of Required Quarterly Assessments 
(RQAs)

• Transition to district Progress Checks in Literacy and 
Mathematics

• Common Writing Tasks 
• Transition to local school administration of available 
assessments in Social Studies, Science and World 
Languages

What’s different for 2017–18?



Essential Questions

•Are our children learning?
•Are they learning enough?
•How do we know?
•If not, why not?
•What are we going to do 
about it?to do about it?



What are we going to do about it?

• Be responsive and provide support to schools based 
on analysis of student needs 

• Provide timely support, intervention, and 
enrichment

• Consistently monitor classrooms and schools
• Increase access to learning opportunities for ALL
• Future development of personalized teacher-driven 
professional learning tied to student progress



QUESTIONS AND 
DISCUSSION


